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Matthew Arnold’s
“Civilisation in the United States”

Eitaro Watanabe
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Two or three years ago I spoke in this Review on the subject of America; and after considering
the institutions and the social condition of the people of the United States, I said that what, in the
jargon of the present day, is called ‘the political and social problem, does seem to be solved there
with remarkable success.‘”’
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But I added that the solution of the political and social problem, as it is called, ought not so to
absorb us as to make us forget the human problem; and that it remained to ask how the human
problem is solved in the United States.’®’
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Certainly then, I said, one cannot rest satisfied, when one finds such a judgment passed on the
United States as this, with admiring their institutions and their solid social conditions, their freedom
and equality, their power, energy, and wealth.‘*’
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It is the humanisation of man in society, the satisfaction for him, in society, of the true law of
human nature.”’
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EHUEDSIEBERBEDO -DNRELAEOMEHE (the comforts and conveniences of life) 72
EEO>TVAEIITADNDS., ENTHIHEIALETZY 74 VHOEDIZT AU ADOLHDRA
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In the United States there is not our intense devision of classes, our inequality; there is great
equality. Let me mention two points in the system of social life and manners over there in which
this equality seems to me to have done good.‘®’
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T=IVERBEEOAFY XA LOMBEREL X, {[TXEEVELEVERY, ThIiZ, ZOH]
HUNT—IVKFETHEITEINZ IR 2a— - 7=/ )V REEKELEIC (Matthew Arnold
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Now, the great sources of the interesting are distinction and beauty: that which is elevated, and
that which is beautiful."”
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Das Schaudern ist der Menschheit bestes Theil."”
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Now Lincoln is shrewd, sagacious, humorous, honest, courageous, firm; he is a man with quarities
deserving the most sincere esteem and praise, but he has not distinction."”
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EHICEHEBREREN WIS NZ2LENH D LI, TAUANHAORMEEZRDIIBET XD
HEEIELHDEAIN? F—TREBROZVIVEABEORDOREZEDODDELE > TNWD7,
oix M IR 2B BB KRRES] (the greatest nation upon earth) #AEIA5E LT, 5
DEERICEbENT,

American democracy proceeds in its accent ‘as uniformly and majestically as the laws of being,

and is as certain as the decrees of eternity.”"”

7 A AREERE, HFEOEIOIDIC—RICEL &) MAINTHETL, TEFA2KED
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WwWsE0nWd, 7—JIVEBKEANELZRZ N> OHFESR Colonel Higginson 1%, EE AIZHEED
BHERODILAET, TOFREEZZT T AUAANGE, KOHSLIRE, K0EEREOXL
ZRIZOIEIYRELEEA T, L1 - IR ETFHYAROENNSELWT 72k,
REDEEMF LRV ZHSIIHAICHEBELE > TS, LrLZORETRERERX, Z0HE
HLERFELEVWEBCEI (self-glorificasion) EIX Y TIERBSHH NS, Wiz D IEEIZ
ZOTWRNIETHS, &7/ RILELTWD, ZITRIEBY L ZAAN, EvY
IN—=T THERIBMZRLEZZXOy bT 2 EANT—32F —K (Andrew Carnegie) #% “Triumphant
Democracy” EVWD T AV NDHERBREMOZEHFE S LWAZHMRL ZFTHN, The, 200
OMEERILLZEMER-> TENTLEREINAHETDOE “Our Country” EZ2EDEETT, %
DHRETTAYNANORBEEFDOER, IR THEFEEEZRELEZET S, HL,

— ‘ours is the elect nation for the age to come. We are the chosen people.” "

[— TRNDONOEIETRZDRERFRANDOBINZERE. BNDONEEINEZARBZDT
H5.]]
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deception) TH D ELHEML 7, 1F VA TR EREFIWEMLL, PRIIMEELL, TEERIZ
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BODIECADKRTAMAS, ERMICHHEBEOH2BHLZET L WEAMRILELZDOTH S
me, INSDOANEEZERTAYIOHFETH S,

In what concerns the solving of the political and social problem they see clear and think straight;
in what concerns the higher civilisation they live in a fool's paradise."”

[BUER TR BEOMRRICBET 2 Z L TRESIZHABRICYMZR TA N L - IEX S, 5E
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—la dure inintelligence de Américains du Nord — ¢
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HBEIN2HHKD S (interesting) H D&MD I LT TERN,

20)



(5) ER LR

TAUAXHATHEIZRARZL TS HOILHEL (the interesting TH VD, FOERIIEH S
&3 (elevation and beauty) TH 2, T I TRRIIMKELINDIDWEHHAD B A-BICXL DG
TIERBHHOBZEELBHARTH S, BICHBRICR TEOLENRZ2BD S, LaLansSRE
DREBEFHOHNBVERTZ2FHF D, SHECERNSOFIZT AU NAOEENEIEL >N D
U, HEMHEEIREBDBRILCH S, BNONDOTFTEI T2 =B HSDOBDICKITBRWEER
THRHERBET LI THAD, BRESEKLEIITFEFEHABOIEN S EENSH O TARMEDH
Thd0n6, IhaeEFTHE8%EEE (distinction and beauty) ZJEDFITfHFEE 3 L5%
DT, BEEZHDD, HEBLIHCHBIIHMIZEORBRWEITEEMITEIRETH D, 7— /)
Ridi i@ S ERE2HACBEANARICIEITREZLEZ®MAL TND, HIZEEO—HO
again D D IT from above Z ANT, KDHZELLTHIEL /-,

‘Except a man be born from above, he cannot have part in the society of the future.’
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