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Agricultural Production and Sale
In Case of Khattara Village at Tinjdad Area in Morocco

K& E£T
Keiko OSHIMA

Summary

This article is based on a research which was conducted in Tafilalet region, south-eastern part of
Morocco, mainly around Tinjdad. In this area, 31 Khattaras (Khattara is a traditional water-
taking tunnel system, leading underground water to the surface by gravity) still provide irrigation water
for 17 villages. Agriculture which caracterized by an intensive three-level cropping system, is the main
industry in this area. The farm products consist mainly of cereals, vegetables and dates. These
farm products in Khattara villages are mainly for self-consumption, but when there is a surplus, they are
also sold in the market inside the area. However, the area is now facing a serious decrease in agricultural
production due to a recurrent drought during the lasttwo decades. As a result, agricultural-related
earnings occupy only 40% of entire earnings of farmers. Nevertheless, agricultural-related earnings are still
an important source of income for farmers.

The research attempted to determine the structure of agrarian economy in Khattara village through
comprehending the present situation of agricultural production and the sale of farm products

in local markets.
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(HFR) Office Régional de Mise en Valeur Agricole du Tafilalet (1997).
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b EOOY 3,000 ha 5,500 2,635 ha 2,880
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(HpR) Office Régional de Mise en Valeur Agricole du Tafilalet (1997).
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