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Some Reconsideration on Amadeus

Reiko Takasugi
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“Our worthy Salieri just cannot die. In the frenzy of his imagination he is even said to
accuse himself of complicity in Mozart’s early death. A rambling of the mind believed in

truth by no-one but the deluded old man himself.” (p.95)
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I wanted Fame. Not to deceive you. I wanted to blaze, like a comet, across the firmament
of Europe. Yet only in one especial way. Music. Absolute music! ... A note of music is

either right or wrong absolutely! Not even time can alter that: music is God’s art. (p.7)
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“Signore, let me be a composer! Grant me sufficient fame to enjoy it. In return I will live
with virtue. I will strive to better the lot of my fellows. And I will honour You with much

music all the days of my life!” (p.8)
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I know my fate. Now for the first time I feel my emptiness as Adam felt his nakedness ...
Tonight at an inn somewhere in this city stands a giggling child who can put on paper,
without actually setting down his billiard cue, casual notes which turn my most considered

ones into lifeless scratches. (p.43)
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From this time we are enemies, You and I! T'll not accept it from You —do you hear! ...
They say God is not mocked. I tell you, Man is not mocked! ... I am not mocked! ... They
say the spirit bloweth where it listeth: I tell you #o! It must list to virtue or not blow at all!

(Yelling) Dio ingiusto —You are the Enemy! I name Thee now — Nemico Eterno! And
this I swear: To my last breath, I shall block You on earth, as far as I am able! (He glares

up at God.) (p.43)
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I stood there —his despairing Mass sounding over and over in my head its gigantic
lamentation —and knew absolutely who it was for! ... The boy! ... That eager boy who once
stumbled around the fields of Lombardy, singing up his anthems to his Lord. (Pause) In

ten years of unrelenting spite —1I had destroyed myself'!

The music stops

And then —any feelings still left uncorrupted in me rose up, crying, “End this! Before
it is too late! ... Confess! Confess to him! ... Get from him whatever Absolution he can

possibly grant. He — he alone! —the Creature you have broken .... How else can you

live on after?” (p.85)
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