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M. Arnold’s “General Grant”
and the Formation of American Civilization

Eitaro Watanabe
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But at the same time I found a man of sterling good-sense as well as of the firmest resolution;
a man, withal, humane, simple, modest; from all restless self-consciousness and desire for display
perfectly free; never boastful where he himself was concerned, ~—. 1 found a language
straightforward, nervous, firm, possessing in general the high merit of saying clearly in the fewest
possible words what had to be said, and saying it, frequently, with shrewd and unexpected turns of
expression.®’
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“We were sent to provoke war, but it was essential that Mexico should commence it. I was very
doubtful whether Congress would declare war, but if Mexico should attack our troops, the Executive
could announce: ‘Whereas war exists by the acts of, etc.,” and prosecute the contest with vigour.
Once initiated, there were few public men who would have the courage to oppose it.”*
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With great energy and ability, it obtained this control; it acquired Texas and other large regions
for slavery; —— ¢’
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Wholly free from show, parade, and pomposity; sensible and sagacious; scanning closely the
situation, seeing things as they actually were, then making up his mind as to the right thing to be
done under the circumstances, and doing it; never flurried, never vacillating, but also not stubborn,
able to reconsider and change his plans, a man of resourse; when, however, he had really fixed on
the best course to take, the right nail to drive, resolutely and tenaciously persevering, driving the

nail hard home — Grant was all this —~ ‘"’
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“Every one has his superstitions. One of mine is that in positions of great responsibilities every

one should do his duty to 'the best of his ability, where assigned by competent authority, without
application or the use of influence to change his position.” ‘%’
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“~—; but my own feelings, which had been quite jubilant on the receipt of his letter, were sad
and depressed. I felt like anything rather than rejoicing at the downfall of a foe who had fought so
long and valiantly, and had suffered so much for a cause, though that cause was, I believe, one of

the worst for which a people ever fought.” "
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Instead of Primers of American Literature, let them bring forth more Maxims of Poor Richard;
instead of assurances that they are “the greatest nation upon earth,” let them give us more Lees,

Lincolns, Shermans, and Grants."”
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The Constitution of the United States of America
We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice,
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this

Constitution for the United States of America."”
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ARTICLE I, Section 1.

All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which
shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.
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ARTICLEII, Section 1.

The executive power shall be Vésted in a President of the United States of America. He shall
hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the
same term, be elected, as follows:
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ARTICLEIN, Section 1.

The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and such inferior
courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish, The judges, both of the
supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behaviour, and shall, at stated times,
receive for their services, a compensation, which shall not be diminished during their continuance
in office.
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