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The Iuternational Sectety of Family Law
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Acceptance of refugees in Japan first started in 1975 when the first boat people
arrived here. In the nineteen years since that time, 13,747 boat people from Vietnam
have landed in Japan as of the end of December, 1993. Of those, 3,413 have been permit-
ted to take up permanent residence in Japan. Including refugees from other countries

there are 9,246 refugees who have settled in Japan.

Because Japan has entered into the 1981 Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees, the human rights of refugees are fully guaranteed. For instance, refugee chil-
dren may attend public elementary schools and junior high schools without payment of
tuition in the same manner as Japanese pupils. They are treated no differently from the

Japanese in seeking higher education and are eligible for scholarships as well.

If refugees lose jobs or become ill making it difficult for them to make a liv-
ing, their family members are able to receive assistance towards livelihood, education,

housing and medical care.

Furthermore, Japan ratified the “Convention on the rights of the Child” on
March 29, 1994 so that now, children of refugees shall not be separated from their par-
ents against their will and they are now able to enter or exit the country in order to
see family members. In any case, as far as Vietnamese were concerned, Japan already
had an Orderly Departure Program in place so that people were permitted to enter the
country to be united with family members and refugees were allowed to call on family

members to join them here.

In such a manner, Japan has had a full-scale refugee policy from the standpoint
of international cooperation and respect for human rights. However, the nation is faced

with yet another issue of how to deal with a new type of economic refugees involving
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approximately 3,000 camouflaged refugees arriving on boats from China in 1989.

Because Japan terminated its special treatment of Indochinese refugees and dis-
placed persons on March 4th of this year, most of these economic refugees will now be

handled as illegal entrants and will face enforced repatriation.

Such unilateral enforced repatriation, however, could develop into international
issues and there could be other problems in view of the rights of the boat people. The

Japanese government will be confronted in the future by such difficult problems.
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