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THE EARLY PERIOD 23

The Buddhist frescos of the succeeding period demonstrate
that all these laws were faithfully followed, and even in the
later and less artistic ages of the country’s history the art
of painting owed much to the continued application of these
traditional principles.

The early artists of China also governed their art of
painting on a similar plan by means of *The Six Canons.”
‘These are first mentioned by Hsieh Ho in the sixth century
A, and, besides the number of laws being the same, there
is a certain resemblance in the general intention of both
these codes. The Chinese canons, emerging several cea-
turies later, suggest that these were criginally borrowed
irom the much older system of India.

Another compilation of undoubtedly ancient date, and
showing indications of being based on pre-Buddhist tradi-
tions, is the Chitralakshana, 'This has been somewhat freely
translated as ‘ The Theory of Painting,’ but may be more
accurately described as * The Essential Marks or Character-
istics of a Picture.” It deals with pictorial art in its
religious sense, and connects the first use of painting
with the images of the gods employed in the sacrificial cult.
But the most interesting chapter treats of a rule of propor-
tion for the drawing of fgures, from the massive measure-
ments of gods and kings to a more normal scale for the
representation of ordinary people, The latter are to be
depicted as of lesser height than kings, a system which is
observable not only in India, but in the iconography of
other countries and other ages. From the very minute
instructions conveyed in this disquisition regarding the
exact rules to be followed in setting out the figure, it
proceeds to more general observations regarding the
painting of the divine or human form. ‘The standard
face,” we are told, ‘should be guadrangular, sharply out-

niz. 5
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