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The calligraphies of early Toshogii Shrines
36 immortals of poetry

Oleg Primiani

Portraits of the thirty six immortals of poetry have been depicted on wooden
plates to put up on display in Shinto shrines since Muromachi period. Soon after the
death of Tokugawa leyasu in 1616, Toshogi shrines building started at mount
Kunozan and mount Nikko. The following year, these two shrines were completed
and the second shogun of the Tokugawa dynasty, Hidetada, ordered the production
of wooden plates of the thirty six immortals of poetry to adorn their worship halls.
Later, several Toshogi shrines were built across the country, and wooden plates of
the same kind were offered to many of them, following the examples of Nikko and
Kunézan shrines.

In this paper, I will focus on the calligraphies on the wooden plates of Nikko
Toshogii shrine, which were made by emperor Gominé in the S6 no kata style of the
Sesonji school.

The purpose of this paper is to make clear all the differences between Nikko
Toshogii calligraphies and those contained in a 18th century manuscript copy of the

Sesonji school So no kata style thirty six immortals of poetry.
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