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Evaluation of the stylistic level of
resultative conjunctions based on the frequency by
register in the BCCWJ |

Aiko Takano, Keisuke Kamimura

Abstract |
Conjunctions in Japanese are often defined in relation to ‘stylistic’ features, e.g.
formality and politeness. However, it is not clear how these stylistic features are
represented in the contexf of actual writings. As a resﬁlt, the definitions of
conjunctions are often ambiguous and even misleading in practice. The authors
attempted to characterise, rather than define, conjunctions in relation to the registers
in which they appear, thus giving both JSL learners and teachers criteria based on
which they may choose appropriate conjunctions in a given context. The authors
examined the use of resultative conjunctions in the Balanced Corpus of
.Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ), collected a total of 51,121 occurrences

across 11 ‘registers’, and applied dependency tests, correspondence and clustering
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analysis. They found that the conjunctions show significantly different distributions
by register. Conversely, the registers can be divided into “unplanned” vs “planned”
writings based on the occurence pattern of conjunctions. They also found that the
conventional definition of ‘yotte’ does not represent its function in actual writing,

which demonstrates the validity of the approach proposed in this study.
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