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The Appearance of Chiyo UNO’s Japanese Kimono
Aesthetic in Style Magazine

~ AOKI Junko

- Style magazine, first published in June 1936 by novelist Chiyo UNO, introduced
western style élothing to Japanese readers. However, it also included some articles
about Japanese kimono. There were many photos of chic Geishya girls. Chiyo
wanted to inﬂﬁence trends in kimono fashion. She advocated the use of western cloth
in kimono and obi. This required people to change their traditional ways of thinking
about kimono, such as what materials are appropriate for making kimono and how to
put on kimono. Some famous writers and artists admired Chiyo’s kimono aesthetic.
Chiyo’s new kimono aesthetic was established among the readers of Style magazine.
Evidence for this come from the magazine’s cofrespondence column. This aesthetic

formed the basis of Chiyo’s activity to create a new kimono aesthetic after the

Second World War.
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