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The New Women in the proletarian Literature
. from the Point of View of Fashion

Junko AOKI

Abstract

In 1911, a group of women led by Hiratsuka Raichd founded the magazine
Bluestocking (Seito), and thereafter Hiratsuka and the members of this group became
known as “New Women.” Then, in 1923, the Yomiuri Shimbun used the term
“modern girl” (modan garu) for the first time to refer to a new and independent
woman, and after that, the modern girl came into prominence as a new category of
women. The appearance of the modern girl is described in detail in modernist
literature. In this paper, I analyze, from the point of view of fashion, the women who
appear in proletarian literature of the time, who are, upon casual inspection, at odds
with modernism. There, these women are depicted vividly, surviving the times,
striving for independence, wearing western clothes and makeup, and even fighting
while wearing kimonos. In this way, it is exactly there, on the pages of proletarian

literature, that this new category of women can be found.
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