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Meaning and Usages of “fo-atte” and “ni-atte” :
Postpositionarization and Situational Indicative Features of “aru”

Hiroshi TANAKA

Abstract

“to-atte” and “ni-atte”, which are formed through formalization and gram-
maticalization of the existence and possessive verb “aru”, are equipped with the
functional characteristics of the particles “f0” and “ni” respectively, constructing
fixed semantic functions. Generally, they take on information-giving and focus-
marking functions, but when studied in detail, further usages that are different are
observed. In addition, a certain degree of information and knowledge is necessary
for these citations and limited indications, and the continuity with “to-aru” and “ni-
aru”, which appear at the end of sentences, is also observed. This paper studies the
above-mentioned usages based on various examples and discusses the circumstances
under which these te-form postpositions are used, the conditionality, as well as the

targeted situational indicative features provided to the listener by these usages.
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