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Toward an Archival Analysis of Video Culture :

The Emerging Process and Conditions of Video Rental Stores

KONDO, Kazuto

Screen culture has traditionally been experienced on a one-time basis due to the inherent
difficulty in re-accessing a film or program after its screening period ended. However, from the
1980s, with the proliferation of home video devices and the creation of video rental stores that lent
video cassettes cheaply, people gained the ability to watch programs over and over. In response,
screen culture experiences changed fundamentally, and their discourse and research methods
were reorganized. From this viewpoint, an analysis of video rental stores is essential to
understand the history of screen culture. In this paper, we analyze the emerging process and
conditions of video rental stores as a preliminary step toward understanding the transformation
of screen culture and research areas after video rental stores.

After 1983, against the backdrop of a record boom in rentals and Hollywood’s participation in
the market, there was progression in the standardization and diversification of video rental
systems in Japan and the number of video rental stores increased. On the other hand, in order to
differentiate among stores, many illegitimate stores appeared that used pirated cassettes. At first,
there was no legal system for regulating such illegitimate activities, but through a revision of the
Copyright Law and improvement to rental systems, the number of illegitimate stores decreased.
In parallel with the decrease in the number of illegitimate stores, video rental stores attempted to
renew their image by referring to “Culture” and the lifestyle trend of using video rental stores
gradually spread among people.

Key words : video rental store, archive, media infrastructure, bootleg, copy right
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