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The Takarazuka Girls’ Opera in the 1910s and 20s

SHUTO, Yoshiki

This paper examines the reception and transformation of musical theatre in Japanese
society by focusing on the media technology of, as well as the creators and audience of
Takarazuka Girls Opera in the 1910s and 20s. The paper considers firstly, the
reorganization of the social space and technology that created the Takarazuka Girls’ Opera
(Section 2), then the relationship between Ichizo Kobayashi's philosophy and the audience
(Section 3), and finally the establishment and obsolescence of “Takarazuka style”, and the
popularity of revues (Section 4). This analysis shows clearly that in modern Japanese society
the impact of the Western music was shared through a cushioning apparatus in the form of
children and households, and local culture was created.

Key words : Takarazuka, Western Music, Child, Home
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