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Mass-media as an Autopoietic System

BABA, Yasuo

In this paper we analyze, based on Niklas Luhmann's social systems theory, the present
condition of mass media and its emerging transformation by rapid progress and spread of IT.
Accoding to this theory, mass media should be grasped as an autopoietic (closed, self-referential)
communication system. This theory is often criticized, because it seems to emphasize the
autonomy of mass media too much, disregards relation between mass media and total society
(Gesellschaft), and exempts this system from the social responsibility. As a matter of fact, however,
Luhmann's mass media theory has a great advantage, because this theory focuses on the
contingency and uncertainty which is inherent in mass media system. This problem becomes
clearer by so-called IT revolution in mass media and our everyday life.

Key words : Mass Media, functional Differentiation, Autopoiesis, communication
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