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The Effects of Academic Activities-Oriented Teaching
in Japanese Reading Classes for Foreign Students

YANAI Hisae

Abstract

As of 2018, the number of foreign students studying in Japan reached a record high of
about 300,000. Approximately 45%, of these students were enrolled in either undergraduate or
graduate university programs. However, a rather large percentage of these students lacked the
fluency required in academic Japanese (AJ), a prerequisite that is absolutely indispensable for
intellectual and academic pursuits at the university level. In order to address this problem,
educational efforts must be strengthened to improve the proficiency in AJ for these students.

In this paper, I will evaluate several Japanese courses available for international students,
in lower grades, in terms of their potential to teach AJ. I will examine the current challenges
faced by the students with the primary contention that in Japanese classes, strengthening
reading comprehension, which is a prerequisite for activities involving the production of
academic material, is vital. Apart from this, I will provide a practical report of the reading

comprehension class that I lead and examine their impact on the students.
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