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Applying Japanese Grammar Research to
Japanese Language Education:
A Case Study of the Usage of “Toshite”

KOUDA Yoshiko

Abstract

In teaching the grammar of the Japanese language, the results of research on grammar are
used. However, they are not used directly but rather modified to meet the purpose of teaching
Japanese. Since the purpose is to teach Japanese as a language, not all grammatical items and
vocabulary information are systematically presented. Basic sentence forms are introduced to
teach the sentence patterns. There is no problem if learners can use them properly, but in some
cases they misuse them, which cannot be avoided simply by explaining the basic grammar.
Teachers should be aware of these problems and examine grammar items specifically for their
own purpose, along with utilizing the methods and the results of grammar research. In this

paper, the Japanese word “toshite” is examined as such an example.
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