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On Enumeration Constructions with Interrogative Words:
With Special Focus on Shénme ({14 ) in Mandarin Chinese

ZHAO Kuixin

Abstract Interrogative words which ask for information about something can be used to
enumerate not only in English (for example, and what not) and Japanese (for example, nanni +
to — nado, “so on”), but also in Mandarin Chinese. For example, the interrogative word
shénme ({1 2., “what”) can be used to enumerate in Mandarin. This paper describes two types
of enumeration constructions with shénme in Mandarin: the prefix type “shénme A, B ...” and
the postfix type “A, B ... shénme de”, and considers differences between the prefix type and the
postfix type from the perspectives of syntax and pragmatics. In addition, the paper discusses
the feature of enumeration expressions with shénme in Mandarin by comparing them with
similar expressions in English and Japanese. It is universal that lexical means are needed for
the postfix type in all three languages, while it is only in Mandarin that the interrogative word

shénme can be put before and after enumerated items.
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Oxford English Dictionary (https://en.oxforddictionaries.com) (ZIZ2L T DA & BISCH D
VA

(D and (or or) what have you: informal, and/or anything else similar.

=g
AR

(23 Some people have recently faulted others for commenting on only a small part of a

piece — whether a blog post, a newspaper article, a book, or what have you.

(R A& X707 &R, HiERH KR ElHBHODT IS
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THAZIFEEL £30)

“There’s a lot of other people in life that don’t get second chances,” he said, “or have
diseases or have a freak accident or what have you.”

(CEHOF Y Y RAE{LIEDNFTERVANTLLSAVET ] EFE-
7ov DIREAR R H R Eo®nTlo)

You can’t be cutting educational programs, social welfare programs and what have
you, and pushing tax cuts — which I think are very important for the economy — at
the same time.

HETur 7100, MSWATOT T L% ERFRNE L0 WBLZHEAE L
720 3H5Z L AFRFICIITEEFEA—INLEIRFIZE > THEFICHE
7ZERWFETA)

(2 and what not: informal, and other similar things.

6

@7

8

It’s a kind of status symbol to show you are modern, progressive, technically savvy
and what not.

(Z2NE D L HBRM T, RO, FHALWREERT, DR
T—=F AT VERNVTT,)

As a result, one finds even public places like the beach littered with plastic cups,
bottles and leftover food and what not.

(20720, E=F D L) RRIOYHTIR, 77 AF vy 7ROa v TR,
KM, B LOEY A EPHSIEoTwL200PRLNET,)

The advertisements are made through banners, boards and what not.

(UREENF =R, MR 2@ TRENET,)

and what not & and (or) what have you \Z. £H 5% [informal] &L FENWTH LD T, H

RHPERED T4l EFEEL, FICHELEETICELR TS LIl TE 5, 7228
and what not & and (or) what have you 3. 5 5 SHNZEHHE OHEAITEL R ITNIE R
5%\,
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