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The Art of Male Dan in the Collision of Eastern and Western Cultures
in the First Half of the 20th Century
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Abstract: Male Dan once played an important part in the history of the classic Chinese operas. Actors
playing female roles on the “spoken” drama stage in the early 20th century castnew lights on the tradition
of cross-gender casting and foreshadowed the development of “spoken” drama acting different from the
traditional operatic acting. The success of male dans in Beijing Opera marked the apogee of this acting
tradition. Mei Lanfang’s visits to Japan, the Soviet Union and the United States opened a window for the
Western theatrical artists to Chinese theactrical art. His influence abroad drew much attention from his
compatriots. The art of male dan became obsolete, when realism came to dominate the stage with the
result that the dan roles were taken over by actresses.
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