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Post-World War II cultural activities of Japanese prisoners of war in the former USSR :
A view from the Russian archives
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Abstract

This thesis focuses on Japanese prisoners of war (POWs) in Siberia after World War II and their cultural
activities, especially music-centered ones. So far, musicologists have not conducted research on the artistic and
cultural aspects of Siberian POW camps despite the fact that the Soviet Union had used art and culture for
political policy in the camps. Here, cultural analysis is useful in understanding the big picture of the Siberian
internment.

Specifically, this study aims to contribute to the understanding of historical phenomena from two perspectives:
historical research of culture, and ethnomusicological research of a historical event.

In this paper, we discuss Soviet policy regarding Japanese POW's and propose that Soviet politics was played out
through their influence on POW cultural activities and everyday life in camps. By surveying Russian archives of
written accounts by members of the Japanese ensembles and reports of their activities, we also uncover how the
POW's carried out negotiations through their limited expressions as musicians even as they perform their roles

as tools of propaganda for the communist regime.

This research was supported by JSPS KAKENHI grant number 18J40254.
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