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Study on War Report by Kishida Ginko

How Did He Deliver News From Taiwan at the First War of Modern
Japan?

NOJIMA, Tsuyoshi

In the Meiji government’s first overseas military deployment to Taiwan (1874), Kishida
Ginko (1833-1904) of the daily newspaper Tokyo Nichinichi Shimbun was the only Japanese
war correspondent to accompany the army. Kishida Ginkos reports on the Taiwan
expedition were innovative not only in terms of content, but also in terms of presentation
format and style. While his reports appear to have had a significant impact on the early
development of journalism in modern Japan, there are many aspects that have yet to be
fully examined and considered in existing journalism research. The purpose of this research
note 1is to gain an overall picture of the content investigated and written about by Kishida
Ginko, Japan’s first military correspondent. The full text of the two serials “Taiwan Shimpo”
and “Taiwan Shuko” was analyzed. These were respectively published in the Tokyo
Nichinichi Shimbun during and before Kishida Ginko's stay in Taiwan. Aspects such as the
date of publication, number of written characters, treatment, location from which they were
sent, content, and illustrations attached to the article, were arranged in chronological order,
and a basic analysis was added.

Key words : Kishida Ginko, Taiwan Expedition, Tokyo Nichinichi Shimbun, War Correspondent,

Mudan incident
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