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Forming and Transforming Weavers’ Agency:
Agency in Sociotechnical Arrangements

Yasuko KAWATOKO

ABSTRACT

The Yuzuru party, a women weavers’ group, has fostered its agency for being responsible for sharing
hand-weaving sKills in producing traditional Matsusaka cotton with the next generation. Through the
interactive activities with people and communities concerning Matsusaka cotton, Yuzuru members have
reshaped their agency. Based on ethnographic research, this paper describes the process of collective
formation of agency, shaped by the hybridization of Yuzuru group members and socio-technical
arrangements. This research shows that diverse forms of human agency are only grasped within the
dynamics of continuous reshaping brought by the development of activities together with the

reconfiguration of socio-technical arrangements.
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