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Teaching Miyazawa Kenji’s “Ozbel and the Elephant”
through reading aloud activities:
An Analysis of Japanese Textbooks (2012-2015)
and the government curriculum guideline of the time

ORN Chanphorn

Abstract

Reading aloud was the teaching method used for Japanese language lessons when the
“Government Curriculum Guideline (Draft) ~ was published in 1947.This method was used
because junior high school students “were not accustomed to reading books” . The “Study
Guide” and “Research” sections in the textbooks of the time, following the “Governmental
Curriculum Guidelines” released in 1951 and 1958, promoted reading aloud activities as a way
for improving reading, speaking, and listening abilities. This paper will analyze the “Study
Guide” sections of the textbooks published by Kyoiku Shuppan between 2012 and 2015 and
particularly focus on the function of reading aloud activities in order to suggest new strategies

for Japanese language education in Cambodia.
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