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Analysis of junior high school textbooks and their
influence on english language learners

Toshiaki Komuro

To understand the problems of low proficiency university students, we need to
understand how they have learned English. Many teachers at university level are not
aware of how it is being taught today and still believe that it is basically the same as when
they were students. This paper examines the actual texts and tasks of all six kinds of
officially approved English textbooks (18 volumes altogether) that are currently being
used in Japanese junior high schools and discusses their features and possible influences
on students. It finds that the textbooks are no longer as grammar- or translation-
centered as they had once been, but rather full of listening and speaking activities.
Then this paper moves on to discuss the possible causes of why, in spite of these major

changes, the students are still unable to communicate effectively aurally in English.
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