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A study of the suffixes -gach: and -gimi

Yoshiko Koda

This paper discusses the meanings of the suffixes,-gach: and -gimz.
Although both mean a tendency, there is a difference between them.

-Gachi transforms the noun form of katsu (win) into an adjective-
forming suffix, whereas -gimi transforms the noun, kimi (a feeling) into a
nominal-forming suffix.

When -gachi’s base is an active verb (transitive verb), a stative verb
(intransitive verb) or an active noun, it means one tends to do the same
thing in spite of some negative experiences. On the other hand, when
-gimi’s base is a stative verb or a non-active noun, it means what one feels
now.

From the viewpoint of syntax, they have an effect not only on their bases
but also on their sentences, looking like souda and -yasui. In context, there
is an unfavorable nuance before or after a -gach: sentence, but -gim: can
have either an unfavorable or a favorable nuance. -Gachi sentences often

express tokaku ~ sigatida (carelessly, be apt to do).
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