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M. Arnold’s “Emerson” and the Enlargement
of American Civilization

Eitaro Watanabe
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Preface
[to Discourses in America)

Of the three discourses in this volume, the second was originally given as the Rede Lecture at Cam-



bridge, was recast for delivery in America, and is reprinted here as so recast. The first discourse, that
on ‘Numbers” was originally given in New York. It was afterwards published in the Nineteenth Century,
and I have to thank Mr. Knowles for kindly permitting me to reprint it now. The third discourse, that on
“Emerson,” was originally given in Emerson’s “own delightful town,” Boston."’
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~ ; by having believed, more steadfastly and fervently than most, this great law that moral causes
govern the standing and the falling of men and nations.’
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Forty years ago, when I was an undergraduate at Oxford, voices were in the air there which haunt my
memory still. Happy the man who in that susceptible season of youth hears such voices ! They are a
possession to him for ever. No such voices as those which we heard in our youth at Oxford are sounding
there now.'®’
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And besides those voices, there came to us in that old Oxford time a voice, also, from this side of the
Atlantic, — a clear and pure voice, which for my ear, at any rate, brought a strain as new, and moving,
and unforgettable, as the strain of Newman, or Carlyle, or Goethe. Mr. Lowell has well described the ap-
parition of Emerson to your young generation here, — ")

[ZNICZ) LFOMIZ, Ottty 7 274 — FERIZ, TRAEOZELELH2 L.



—ODFEPH IR TETV, —BALMBLET, LA BOFIL, ma—TrRh—3
AN TF=TOFRDEHIZ, F L, LB L, BENEVWEERL L2572, 00— 7 2 VK
IY—=VUOEEE ORI AOECHEHRIZHT TZRICFR L0 THE, — ]

IR=VYRETXA)ANDHDAN, WEER LRI THoT, b FICEERELMT. &
SEENDTDH D MICHEDHICEET AN EELE V. T/ VW FOECERICE Y 7 A7+ —

FAd, 3,000 A VEEN-FRA M VEBEEIYI— FALILY— Y YEELMT, —a—< U
T=TWHERATANLLRICKELREEZ, 7T—/ V2L IZFMRI LZEVWIDTH b,

“Trust thyself! every heart vibrates to that iron string. Accept the place the divine providence has
found for you, the society of your contemporaries, the connexion of events. Great men have always done
so, —

“And we are now men, and must accept in the highest spirit the same transcendent destiny; and not
pinched in a corner, not cowards fleeing before a revolution, but redeemers and benefactors, pious as-
pirants to be noble clay plastic under the Almighty effort, let us advance and advance on Chaos and the
dark!”®
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His poetry is interesting, it makes one think; but it is not the poetry of one of the born poets. I say it of
him with reluctance, although I am sure that he would have said it of himself, — ©)
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So nigh is grandeur to our dust,

So near is God to man,



When Duty whispers low, Thou must,
The youth replies, I can. *V
AT 7 5 BB
fH < AITE Lo
BA REFOLP» L S EFTIE,
EEEIE). ke,
T—=/IVREINnz ‘Excellent! &—FHEFL T2, HEOTO—2EVWTKEFIAL X

And ever, when the happy child

In May beholds the blooming wild,

And hears in heaven the bluebird sing,
“Onward’, he cries, “your baskets bring !
In the next field is air more mild.

And o'er yon hazy crest is Eden’s balmiers spring.” *?
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But they are great literary masters, they are supreme writers, because they know how to work into a

literary composition their materials, and to subdue them to the purposes of literary effect."”
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Emerson'’s systematic benevolence comes from what he himself calls somewhere his “persistent opti-

mism’ ; and his persistent optimism is the root of his greatness and the source of his charm.”
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They do very well as they now stand; —— like “boulders”, as he says; —— in “paragraphs incom-

pressible, each sentence an infinitely repellent particle.” ¢
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Yes, truly, his insight is admirable; his truth is precious. Yet the secret of his effect is not even in
these; it is in his temper. It is in the hopeful, serene, beautiful temper wherewith these, in Emerson, are
indissolubly joined; in which they work, and have their being.
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Happiness in labour, righteousness and veracity; in all the life of the spirit; happiness and eternal
hope; ——that was Emerson’s gospel."
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The paramount duty which Heaven lays,
For its own honour, on man’s suffering heart. @
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To us he shows for guidance his lucid freedom, his cheerfulness and hope; to you his dignity, delicacy,
serenity, elevation.®”
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Where in the realm of thought, whose air is song,
Does he, the Buddha of the West, belong ?

He seems a wingéd Franklin, sweetly wise,

Born to unlock the secrets of the skies;

And which the nobler calling —— if ‘tis fair

Terrestrial with celestial to compare ——

And steal their effluence for his lips and lyre ?
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Arnold’s Emerson lecture and the reaction to it were crucial, because they brought together two of
his roles, that of the literary critic and that of the commentator on America, for the Boston reaction was
as much a patriotic response as it was a literary one. —
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