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[Article]

Gu Hongming and The Daito Bunka Kyokai
Foundation:
His Two-Years Visit and Lectures at Japan

Nina Asanuma

Gu Hongming (1857-1928) was a Chinese born in British Malaya
(Penang). In 1867, a British plantation owner was fond of Gu and took
him, at age ten, to Scotland for his education. In 1873 Gu began studying
Literature at the University of Edinburgh, graduating in the spring
of 1877. He returned to Penang in 1880, and soon joined the colonial
Singapore Civil service, where he worked as an official until 1883. Two
years later, he went to China and served as an advisor to the high-
ranking official, Zhang Zhidong, for twenty years. In 1915, Gu became a
professor at Pekin (Beijing) University. In early 1924, he came to Japan
for two years as a guest lecturer affiliated with the Daito Bunka Kyokai
Foundation. Then he returned to Beijing, where he died in 1928 at the
age of 72.

The purpose of this article is to scrutinizes Gu’ activitie in Japan.



