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The History and Culture of Shochu Brewing in the
Amami Islands from the Perspective of Kokutou

UENO, Kazuyoshi

In this paper, I first examined several items listed on the labels of kokutou shochu bottles as
clues for further investigation. The findings from these labels revealed various elements,
including the current state of kokutou production brought about by government approval of
kokutou shochu manufacturing and the shift in sugar policy, the relationship between Amami
and Ryukyu (Okinawa), and the traditional roles of women in the Amami Islands. These
elements intricately intertwine to shape the present of "Amami kokutou shochu.”

Furthermore, I examined the historical relationship surrounding kokutou between the
islanders and the Satsuma Domain as well as Kagoshima Prefecture from the Edo period to
World War II, along with the difficult and inconvenient lives of the islanders under U.S. military
occupation.

Based on these considerations, I pointed out the current situation in which the continuity
from sugarcane production to kokutou making and further to kokutou shochu production, which
once existed in the Amami Islands, has become fragile from the perspective of linkages. As a
solution to this issue, I proposed the importance of preserving and inheriting the culture of
brewing based on regional identity through the production of kokutou shochu for the future.

Keywords : the Amami Islands, kokutou shochu, shift in sugar policy, brewing culture,
linkages
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