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Report on Manga-Visual Research Group (Manbiken)
Study Meetings.

STEWART, Ronald

This is a report on the two study group meetings held this year by the Manga-Visual
Research Group (or “Manbiken”). At both meetings guest speakers were invited to present.
The first, Hirokazu Osaki is Drama Chief Producer, in the Third Production Centre of
NHK’s Content Production Bureau. He was involved in the creation of NHK morning TV
drama The Tiger and Her Wings (7bra ni Tsubasa). He spoke about this drama, which has a
protagonist modelled after Japan’s first female lawyer, giving its production background
before focusing on issues of DE&I. The second guest presenter was Akiko Hori an Assistant
Professor in the Department of Sociology, Kwansei Gakuin University, giving a presentation
titled, “Why BL research: perspectives on gender and sexuality?’ The presentation gave an
overview of the history of BL (Boys Love), its changes and current situation, then discussed
the importance of studying BL culture and media focusing on gender and sexuality
perspectives.
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